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A few weeks ago, the Apostle Thomas’ famous lines were 
read in churches all across the globe. Each year, after 
Easter, Thomas’ statement about needing to see proof of 

the Risen Lord is read for the faithful. This is done to remind believers 
that we are to trust that which cannot be seen. Rarely is it mentioned 
with the intensity given Thomas’ questioning, but the Disciples 
themselves had trouble believing in something unseen. Upon first 
hearing of the Good News from Mary and the other ladies, the students 
of Christ called this new message an idle tale. 

Let us be honest, some things are truly hard to comprehend 
or believe until we see them. Recently, I attended a conference in 
Minneapolis. My journey there took me from Chattanooga to the 
airport in Detroit. As we flew from the Motor City to Minneapolis, our 
plane passed over Lake Michigan. I had seen a Great Lake up close 
before. But this trip was my first opportunity to see one of the lakes 
from above. Out my window, I could see the shoreline and the white 
ring that ran along the water’s edge. I could not believe that it was a 
sandy beach, but one could imagine at 30,000 feet, right?

Seeing to Believe
As we soared above those waters, I soon lost sight of land. For 

a few minutes, there was nothing but water—calm water. I grew 
up nearby a lake. My lake looked like a puddle compared to what I 
witnessed on the flight. Without my eyes seeing it, I could have never 
truly grasped the size and scope of its greatness. 

Above those waters, I thought of Thomas and his need to see to 
believe. And once he saw, there was never another doubt. I believe 
that we can, and should, do the same with our faith. I saw that lake 
and now know of its greatness. What if we all looked inside the eyes 
of someone beside us during worship? Could we glimpse community? 
What if we came and helped serve a meal to the homeless, could we 
see the scope of God’s grace? Imagine looking at someone across 
a table during an ESL lesson. Could we see courage? What if you 
volunteered to help with Vacation Bible School? Might you see hope 
and the church’s future?

There is something to seeing and believing. If we are willing to 
open our eyes and our hearts to the sights that God has placed before 
us, then we will be blessed by what we witness. 

–Thomas Quisenberry

Our location in downtown Chattanooga gives us unique 
opportunities to support urban community ministries and agencies. 
Our neighbor, Renaissance Presbyterian Church, will offer a Summer 
Camp for children in College Hill Courts. They are in need of supplies 
for Bible study and crafts activities. Please send monetary donations 
to Renaissance Presbyterian Summer Camp, 1211 Boynton Dr., 
Chattanooga, TN 37402.

Donations of the following may be placed in the box by the church 
office: 

*   crayons   *   markers   *   children’s scissors   *
 *   construction paper   *   3-hole wide-rule notebook paper   * 

*   clear contact paper   *   water color paint kits   *
*   water color brushes  *   magazines with pictures   *

*   5-ounce paper cups   * 

Supplies Needed for College 
Hills Courts Summer Camp A few months ago, 

the TRUCK MINISTRY 
was initiated with its 
primary purpose to 
help Family Promise 
clients to move into 
permanent housing. 
Linda Smith, social 
worker with Fami-
ly Promise, said “the 
Truck Ministry was a 
Godsend to get furni-
ture to families that 
were transitioning into 
permanent housing. 
Before the Truck Min-
istry, some families could not get furniture because they had 
no way of having it transported.”  

Taelor Mayweather and her son, Tre, stayed at First 
Baptist in April and are now in an apartment in College Hill 
Courts. Here is a photo of Wayne Hartman delivering furniture 
to Taelor.

Members of this ministry team are: Jim Blentlinger, Bar-
bara Davis, Joe Everett, Ray Fox, Wayne Hartman, Richard 
Hensley, Harold Lloyd, David Martin, Hank Nolen, Andrew 
Muncy, Anna Thomas, Brooks Thomas and Marc Thomas.

Wayne Hartman



Becki Laseter: I’m excited to have 
the opportunity to work with the precious 
children of First Baptist Chattanooga 
again this year. Last year’s experience 
as the Children’s Summer Intern was an 
adventure and a blessing! For as long as I 
can remember I’ve had a heart for working 
with children and youth. Currently I’m 
a teacher at St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Preschool on Signal Mountain and I love 
my job. I just completed my second year 
as lead teacher of the two-year-old class. 

This will be my third year as a 
member of the First Family. It’s a joy to be involved in my church. I 
serve on the Children’s Leadership Counsel and have helped plan the 
Fall Festival for the last two years. I’ve enjoyed being a part of Parent’s 
Night Out and the Hunt for Easter. I share teaching responsibilities 
for the 3rd- 5th grade Sunday School class. I’ve also served as a Bible 
study leader for the youth Disciple Now weekend for the last two years 
and have loved helping with many other activities. 

One of the most special experiences I’ve had since joining FBC 
was participating in the mission trip to South Africa last November. 
The experiences our team had there really touched my heart. 
Children are the same all over the world. They all need love, attention 
and to know that God loves them. I learned that smiles and hugs 
are a universal language! I’m grateful to serve another year with our 
children at FBC.  I look forward to not only building relationships 
with the children, but also with their parents, other volunteers, and 
our fearless leader Michael.  

We welcome our summer interns:
Becki Laseter (Children) and Ashlee Baucom (Youth)

Ashlee Baucom: I graduated 
from Campbell University with my BS 
in General Science with a concentration 
in Clinical Research in May of this year. 
I will continue at Campbell University 
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
for three more years in order to finish the 
curriculum for the Doctor of Pharmacy 
program. At Campbell, I serve as a student 
ambassador and member of the CU pep-
band and wind symphony. 

Throughout my middle and high 
school years I was an active member of the 

youth group at Wake Forest Baptist Church in Wake Forest, NC, where 
I grew up. I had the opportunity to participate in various mission trips, 
Disciple Now weekends, and camp weeks while a member of the WFBC 
youth group. I was also very active member and leader in youth choir 
and handbells. Last summer I worked for Passport Camps, a summer 
youth camp for church youth groups that focuses on missions, Bible 
study, and worship. I served as a Bible study and mission site leader. I 
love the beach, country music, Clemson football, and my sweet puppy, 
Joey. I am very excited to have the opportunity to work as the summer 
youth intern here at FBC Chattanooga and can’t wait to get started. 

Summertime Wednesdays
At First Baptist 2014

June 4 5:30PM VBS Family Night Celebration 
 Small meal provided at no charge.

June 11 6:30PM Summer Fellowship & Bible Study 
 Everyone come to the Parlor; 
 bring fresh fruit to share.

June 18 6:30PM Summer Fellowship & Bible Study 
 Everyone come to the Parlor; 
 bring homemade ice cream to share.

All singers, adult & youth, are welcome to join the Summer 
Choir! This choir will rehearse each Sunday during the summer 
months from 8:45-9:15AM in the Sanctuary for that morning’s Worship 
at First. Participate each week as your schedule allows even if you’re 
only in town for just a few Sundays. A link is available to sign up at 
www.fbcchattanooga.org/music-ministry.

We want to make sure we are always striving to improve our 
singing and getting better as a choir. So for active choir members, we 
will have a singing class, “Singing 101”, on the following Wednesdays 
at 5:30PM in the Choir Room: June 11, July 9 and July 23. We will have 
a great time together developing this wonderful gift of singing.

Join the Summer Choir

Please wear RED on 
Sunday, June 8, in 

celebration of the gift of
the Holy Spirit

and the birthday of 
The Church.

We encourage everyone 
to sit near the front of 

the Sanctuary,
as we offer our
worship to God.



On the Calendar
June 2014

Wednesday,  June  4,  2014
Vaca$on  Bible  School 9:00AM
VBS  Family  Night 5:30PM
Thursday,  June  5,  2014
Vaca$on  Bible  School 9:00AM
Friday,  June  6,  2014
Vaca$on  Bible  School 9:00AM
Pentecost  Sunday,  June  8,  2014
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Wednesday,  June  11,  2014
House  and  Grounds 10:30AM
Singing  101 5:30PM
Summer$me  Fellowship  &  Bible  Study 6:30PM
Friday,  June  13,  2014
Youth  Mission  Trip  -‐  Puerto  Rico
SoQball  Game  (church  league) 8:30PM
Saturday,  June  14,  2014
Youth  Mission  Trip  -‐  Puerto  Rico
Trinity  Sunday,  June  15,  2014
Youth  Mission  Trip  -‐  Puerto  Rico
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Monday,  June  16,  2014
Youth  Mission  Trip  -‐  Puerto  Rico
Tuesday,  June  17,  2014
Youth  Mission  Trip  -‐  Puerto  Rico
Finance  CommiTee  Mee$ng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council 5:30PM
Wednesday,  June  18,  2014
Summer$me  Fellowship  &  Bible  Study 6:30PM
Church  Conference 6:45PM

Congratulations
Jacob!

Congratulations to Jacob 
Brown, winner of the 2014 
Maxine Polston Memorial 
Piano Scholarship. 
Jacob demonstrated the 
highest level of excellence 
in areas of precision, 
musicianship and stage 
presence at the recent 
School of Fine Arts 
Student Recital. The 
scholarship covers private 
lessons for the 2014-15 
academic year. Jacob is a 
student of Roy Treiyer.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
On Friday, May 16, First Baptist 

volunteers worked at the Habitat warehouse 
at 1201 Main Street. Volunteers for the day 
included Annette, Ben, Doug, Helen, Jim, 
Nick, Sandy, Wilbourne and Willard. Some 
painted trim for houses while others helped 
organize tools and construction materials. 
Bobby was our supervisor and the fork lift 
operator. We did well and the warehouse 
looked great as we headed home. Just in 
time for the Home Builders Blitz on June 9-13 
when Chattanooga will one of five cities to 
be nationally recognized. –Ben Gross

Dogwood Holiday Cookout
Saturday, July 5, 1:00PM
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs

will be provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert.
Transportation from the church will 

be provided if needed.
Please contact Judy Sullivan at 

423-648-2540 or 
judy@fbcchattanooga.org

During Riverbend, June 6-14, 
we will be charging folks for the use 
of our parking spaces. The monies 
collected will be used by various church 
organizations to further their ministries. 
If you are coming for a church function, 
please tell the people at the “gate” that 
you are doing so. You will be able to park 
without paying the fee.

Riverbend Parking

Women on Mission
Women on Mission, both morning and 

evening groups, will not meet during the 
summer months.
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 Ministerial & Support Staff

Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  5/18/2014   ATTENDANCE  FOR  5/25/2014  
226   Worship         165   Worship  
   16   Worship  Care             10   Worship  Care  
242   WORSHIP  TOTAL      175   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
237   Sunday  School        189   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  5/18/14   $  13,067.00  
Other  receipts  on  5/18/14   575.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  5/18/14   $  13,642.00  
  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  5/25/14   $      10,626.45  
Other  receipts  on  5/25/14   430.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  5/25/14   $  11,056.45  
  
Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,673.08  
  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $630,426.89  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $693,104.77  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    62,677.88)  
   As  of  5/28/14  
  

  
  
  

  

  


